Primary Research

 I created a couple questionnaires on Google Docs and sent them to peers and posted online to Reddit to understand my demographic and what they would like to see in a short film using a female protagonist and the genre I am aiming for. I also delved into the use of colour and the theory of an unlikable or antagonistic main character to discern if my ideas will be enjoyable to watch.
The first questionnaire I wanted to know the interest in film genres and their thoughts on females in film as well as some other possible influences to their choices of films.
I received 5 responses from the majority demographic age range of 17-20 for my first questionnaire. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTRPJc8YDzqIOW7x7fXzidbVEXm6ZBoOSyNGbvmmN2xKv19Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
As I only received a small number of people willing to take part, I’m not sure if an online survey was the most effective way to gather information. However, it was still useful as the answers were helpful toward my idea and decisions I was unsure on. In the future, I will think of organising a focus group or handing out physical copies where people may feel more obligated to complete it.
I wanted to know how my audience would connect with a character, so my question: ‘When watching a character based film, which is more likely to elicit a powerful response/feeling in yourself toward a character, empathy or disdain?’ made me rethink the idea of having the character be completely dislikeable as most answered ‘empathy’, therefore I would like it to end on an empathetic note by showing a vulnerability that can be a connection with the audience while fulfilling the initial thought of sociopathic behaviour through ego-centric narration at the beginning by flaunting her success. This will create a more complex character thus more interesting to the audience and develop a deeper understanding and justification of her actions and self-inflation.
To decide whether I should focus on character development or integrate events to propel the narrative I asked: ‘Would you enjoy a film solely based on a character with a loose structure, or do you prefer many events and/or action to propel a narrative? Why?’. Some said both elements were important, however 3 of the 5 overall found plot driven films more complete and ‘make you more connected to the character’. I think this was important to see which would be more intriguing to an audience and hold their interest. In my opinion, having a well-developed character can propel the story by the decisions they choose based on their characteristics which develops a relatability and understanding of who they are, therefore I am choosing to mix the two. Displaying the character’s attributes by their choices and responses in relation to the action around them.
As I was unsure if I wanted a closed or open ending, I gathered opinions to see which my audience prefers. ‘For a non-serious short film, which would promote the playful tone more, a closed, wrapped up ending or open one? Why?’ 4/5 preferred an open ending as it can ‘keep them questioning’, ‘linger in the viewers mind’ and be ‘thought provoking’. I agree with these opinions, however the response I received ‘you should decide what kind of emotion you want your viewers to feel’ altered my initial thought of keeping it open. I want to convey a sense of completion and declared fate for the character, as if their decisions could not alter their future. I think this would leave the viewer satisfied yet sympathetic creating an emotional attachment from the unbalanced exploitation of both.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As I am thinking of creating a purposefully unlikeable character in order to enable the audience to mock the character and induce humour, I wanted to know if my demographic can relate to encouraging or supporting a similar character. My question ‘Have you ever rooted for a villainous/unfriendly character, secretly or openly wanting them to succeed in a film? If yes, please give an example character or situation. If no, how were they portrayed on screen?’ gained mixed responses. Most said they have with examples like Hannibal Lecter, Amy from Gone Girl and Badlands. These are all ‘well written antagonists’ having a relatable or admirable aspect to them where the audience may strive to achieve in themselves; Amy being a strong, female character able to take control of her life. One said they would not root for this type of character as the films portrayal of an unlikeable character makes it ‘less of a good option’. Having these two perspectives made me decide again, to intermingle the two. 
And my last question ‘Do you remember a film by the colour palette or does it go unnoticed? Does it effect the way you experienced the film such as solemn, happy, exciting, scary, etc?’ was intended to understand whether the audience is aware of the emotional  manipulation through use of colour and if this directly effects their thoughts and feeling toward the film. This was to see if I could project my own thoughts of tone and mood not just through dialogue or film style, but to use mis en scene and utilize the visual medium.  4/5 agreed that it ‘sets the mood’ directing your feelings, 2/4 explained they remember the cool, darker tones more than the brighter colour palettes. This has solidified my initial thoughts of using a similar ‘sombre’ palette as many agreed it ‘catches the eye’ and creates a more ‘serious tone’.
My second questionnaire was mostly based on the idea of a female protagonist and thoughts on females in film, this was to see if my audience would relate and enjoy watching a strong female on screen. I also asked some generic questions on short films and genre to gain a well-rounded idea of what attracts their interest. Again, I only received 6 responses, all female which accounts for biased views. To receive a variety of responses, in the future I can physically hand out copies to control my population and to develop an unbiased and fair report.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfM5zYN2rR-92Z44DI5kfuGqeDrBVHvthxDjdTxZUfOTXEyvA/viewform?usp=sf_link
My question ‘What do you think is the most profitable film genre?’ was for my own interest to see what experience audiences want from going to see a movie in the cinema. 4/6 replied ‘action’ which makes me think audiences like high-energy films when they make the effort to see it in the theatre. This changed my perspective of what audiences want out of a film. I think it differs depending where you watch a movie, most cases you would not want to watch an action at home as being in a theatre with surround sound, a large screen and possibly even an audience to share the excitement with is more intriguing and enhances the experience.  My film will be posted on youtube and shared with a small audience therefore the expectation of a high-budget, energetic   production will not be an issue. I also think I will attract people looking for a mellower, tamed entertainment as Youtube is usually watched on small screens and can be intended for a relaxed experience as we usually go on this site for a quick escapism. 
To hone in on direct relation to the spectator and their enjoyment, I asked, ‘What is your favourite film genre? Why?’ 2/5 sided with psychological thriller, however the other 3 all gave different opinions.  Sci fi/fantasy, comedy/drama, and horror. As, for the most part, there were varied responses, I think the choice of genre is highly individual and subjective.  I also think it depends on the writing of a film because as film has progressed, genre cannot always be singly defined with directors combining and joining aspects of many types. However, as evident with my questionnaire, audiences do have a preference.  My short film is aiming to be a dark comedy, but may end up having aspects of thriller and with the film being ‘genre fluid’ I may attract a wider audience.
Being unsure of the duration I want and to compare my own preference, I asked ‘Which is more appealing - A short film lasting 2-3 minutes or 5-10 minutes?’ to my surprise 4/6 said 5-10 minutes and only 2 for the latter. With this information, I think I will aim for something in between, possibly 3-4 minutes as I want to keep my audiences interest and convey my idea concisely without unnecessary accessories to the main premise that could detract.
The question ‘Do you choose films based on entertainment value or quality of engagement?’ was again for my own interest however does still relate to my production. The question can be subjective as it can depend on ones mental state at that moment. However, I believe we generally watch something with an intention in mind, whether that be for entertainment or to be ‘transported’ by the quality of engagement.  This was to see what the audience will be looking for in a film in order to satisfy to their expectations.  3 decided ‘quality of engagement’ 2 for entertainment and 1 for ‘other’ specifying their interest is in the ‘plot and/or characters’. All three are important, but taking this into account, I think I can create engagement through character development and relatability as well as capturing the audiences attention by the use of breaking the 4th wall to create an intimacy and focus on the performance of the character. 
As I have mentioned, I think my film will encompass many types of genres, therefore I asked, ‘Do you enjoy straightforward genres such as romance, comedy, horror or complex and interpretive genre?’ 100% of my participants answered ‘complex’. This is reassures my decision to keep it interpretive. I think audiences rather this type as it keeps the viewer  involved and can change expectations.  
‘Are you more or less likely to watch a film with a strong female protagonist?’, the responses can only be applied to females as this was the only population that took part. From the female perspective then, all answered ‘yes’. Therefore, I imagine my film will attract a female audience, however I am unfortunately unsure how the male perspective will consume the film. I plan on gathering a short survey after the showing to have a fair estimation of the enjoyment and likeability where I can include both perspectives in order to include things in later productions that a wide audience can relate with thus enjoy, or use their perspectives against them for a certain effect or emotion I may be looking for.
To understand their decision with the above question I asked, ‘Do you think females in film are misrepresented? If yes, How or Why?’ all agreed ‘yes’. Many stated females are portrayed as ‘weak’ and sometimes only there for the male interest as well as being the ‘damsel in distress’. As my film will be focused on a female character, I wanted to release those expectations audiences have procured and understand exactly how they believe females are misrepresented in order to not adhere to those stereotypes and create a more whole and interesting character audiences can relate to. 
‘Does breaking the 4th wall interrupt the immersion of the film, create a better understanding of the character or add comedic value?’, this was to gather a wider perspective on the use of this narrative tool to see how my audience will receive it. ‘Adds comedic value’ was chosen 3 times, whereas the others said it was dependant on the genre. I agree with this as the director can use it to create depth for a character, echoing his thoughts,  be purely comical if in that setting, or be intentionally creepy such as the ending of ‘Psycho’ by Alfred Hitchcock when Norman Bates unexpectedly creates eye-contact with the audience. I would like to try and use it both for intimacy and comedy through the actors’ performance.



